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Notion, ir, is not e ee, that Mad ord 
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nary 3 weuld de able 10 rr as | 
Account of the ſeveral” Opinions and | Diſptites '"M 
which have been held about this SR CR AMEN T. * 
It is not required that he ſhould be able 3 
| Yo determine the Queſtions about the Real 
PFreſence of CA IS 7, or give an Account of 
the Points about the Sacrament, which are 
maintained and e by the Papiſi on one 
Side, and the Lutherams on another, and the S. 7 
cinians on another, Se. GOD be thanked, A 
neither 'TranfubRantiation, nor Conſubſtantia- 
tion, nor any other of the cuntroverted Points, [ 
are made neceſſary to be known | either by 
_ Carrsry or His A poſtles. The Sacrament i 
N our Lord hath 8 all his Diſci- 
les to obſerve till his Coming again, and which i 1 
to has appointed as a Means generally neceflar 19 4 
to our Sal 5 muſt needs be ſuch a Thin 9 f 
* Men, the meaneſt of Men may underſtan 1 
| they will, and carry in their Minds. 
Laying aſide therefore all thoſe Quetions and | 
| Reaſonings, Which are propet only for Men of 
Parts and Learning to engage in, take the Ae. 1 5 
count of the Lord's Supper, and all that is. need- © it 
Jul for us to know, as it is given us by our 8a- 
- viour in Two Plain Senteaces adapted ta every 
Man's Capacity. 1 1 
The fame Night that be: was /betraycd, he | I 7 
took Bread, and when he had: Sen hanks, | 6 
be brake it, and fad. ws 
„ Fake, eat, this is my Body which, 175 broken 7 
or you. This doin Remembrance of me. 
After the ſame Manner * took the Cup, | 
and ſaid, This Cup it rhe Neno Teſtament : 
© ry Blood ; this do ye, as oft 25 ye ſhall drink 
* in Remembrance of me. V. 23, 24,25. 4 
1 think che Words herg are all caſy and 
r, and thar there 3.1 oching wanting in them 
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to be explained to the ene Underſtanding, 
less it be the proper Senſe of the Word 

83 9 gamenr, (which may not perhaps be ſo — 51 
nderſtood) and alſo the Uſe and Propriety 
1 '4 A Riser which is made. uſe of in eirhagy 
1 Penta, 

Now, as to the Seuſe of. the Word T amen, 
you will find the proper Signification of it no- 
. in the Margin by the Word Covenant, which 
va 2H 2 fixed an Leit Signifi cation in our Eu- 
| een [ See Note 1. af the Rnd. 4 And 
you further obſerve it is called the New 
1 E and more over the Neu Coupnant in 
our Szviour's Blood, jou will 'readify/perceive, 
zi. chat it can he no other than %, Eovenane 

which G O D bath enter'd into with Mankind 

cbro' JESUS CHRIST; chat N 
which he is the Mediator, Hes, Kli. 23. Which 
J Covenant we have all enter'd/tnito by Baptiſm, 
and which C:venart' we'dbafttually renew with 
oo, as often as We partake of the LOR D'sSu up- 
5 as 1 hall thew you more clearly dy and by. 
The other Thing to be obſerved hy you, 1% 
the Uſe of a Figure in each Sentence, Hs 1s 
1 2 Body, ſpeaking of the Bread. - This Cup is 
le Neto Covenant, ſpeaking of the Wine. 
7 Let us take them diſtinctly. 7e Bread i: 
my Body. Lou will preſently > apprehond; that 
E. could not be fruly Card m Strictneſs of 
8 Peecch; and therefore vou muſt underſtand it 
tg Bat then it'ts 2 Figure, or Way of 
Speech as caſy to be underſtood, as if dur Lord 
had expreſſed himſelf literally. For it can 
have no Meaning tonfiſtent with common Senſe 
1 and Reaſon, but this, vis. This Bread repre- 
erf to you my Body, which is broken” for you; 
4 44 therefore you muſt eat it in Remembrance 
1 of EY a hen harefore thy Roman Cathohicks 
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e als el : 
Fels us with 1 5 * Wirh of bu 1 
Auburn are. Palit ive gna ee; and. ſo Plain, 1 
tat they Wonder, how, % dare "Gif 25 See . 
N Tn Meaning ; Me anſwer, That indeet 
ey arc as plain as any Words in the Bible ; = 
That. is, The ar hn ne the Means 
3 e 18.00 9 vious, that we wor- 
* Bod ody can mi ſtake it. „But i. you bl 

21 2 and the Words, as the Roman. — 
Holicł do, in their ſtrict iteral Senſe, they, ate 4 
Jo far from being Nets AS they pretend, that it 
i impoſſible ps y.Man 70. conceive the Mn 
eve of 1 inſtead af having. an..caſy | 
an. obvious Segle;, ntain an upintell} igt - = 
ble Myftery,or . N 1 og no Mortal can ap- 
prebend. Nay; a Myſtery we might be content 
with if that- Was all. for we acknowledge the 
Sacrament to. bs 2 + Myſtery: But they. contain, oe 
a — ing to this Way af int: reting, 3 .dowp- "=p 
right. Abſurdity . N Contradit lion to co mmoir E 
Senſe. But 1 Ey, look upon the Words: .only-as 
4 Figure, and = an one as our Hayiour often 
made uſe of, and then they Hae; as natural and 
Fav We a- any Words e be. SA "2 
Co „ ff . 
8. ery fume.Sor ar e 
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with t former Sentence, an Teal k. d, nothin will 2 
more plain. $597: Lord id, 7s js ny, | 
Body, meaning, This Bread rep; 175 £5. -4 155 1 
ig $194.07 Pledge of my Body z 1a; 1 avs, 
41s Cub is the New. Covenant, Pad is Ot Thi: 
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A ad therefore drink ye all of this, and as fe as 
Nan do ſo, do it in ese of me, pe 
% Blob,  parchiſe- this New Covenant 
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= = cooks; Wet is done little. Vatiation bf 


; "| 1 ] Words in the Actounts given ten of this keſtirntien 


by the Evangeliſts. But if you de but ſtill ob- 


t 1 ; Terve the U e of this Pig ute, and Senſe of the 
2- by ord” Teftament," y Du Sip find they all ſpeak 


ly IF the very ſame Thing ; and that, according to all 
1- on Acro is, 1 5 ck and the Wine — _ 
d- ate to 5 ne pant Blood of Chr! 5 
nt wWithal, to be à Sign and Plea e of the Ms 22 


0 | 9 den ant, thar he hath obtained or us by his Death | 


777 and Paſſion. 1 ee Nope 3, Af the Eid.) 3 


Haeing then fully explained whatever 

b be liable to be miſtaken in theſe” Words, I fay 

75 We have in theſe Two Sentenees à fall 'Ategant 
of the; Nature and Deſign of this Sacrament” :'S6 

d that whoſoever underſtands andremembers theſe 
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760 Sentences, will have that Qnalification in 
Poiat of Knowledge, Which is nA te tender 
4 bim'a worthy Comm pnicant. | 
Por, Firſt OH: will kearn feory hence atdjts 
great. 1225 200 Peſig Hf this da e oo 
abd dtidhing Fare Table to yen 
ar to 13 28 our, ee Servo, and 42 
his Kindneſſes to us, mote eſpecially his laſt 
great Kindneſs, and bs f. Love towtrdxitr, 
0 el that i his Bod and Bloc for 
m og LN {fg K 1150 © + 321 
19 1 Ry 0 „Hz will ILY EET 
5 15 Jer. bat 7 'and*Defign ot (Eras. 
ment, 18, * e anchr Pete 4% 
That Cobenanr, which.” ='biye Enter d into wit 


e 


1 TC 


F 14 Y 


— 


JaſtruQtion of our Underſtandings, in order to our 


worthy receiving. But however, 1 ſhall ſpeak lh 
a litile more particularly to both theſe Ends or 


Deſigns of the Lord's Supper. . 


1, The firſt great End a 
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cra ment, is to remember Chriſt, our Lord and © 
Maſter, as appears'from what he ſaid both when 


he gave the Bread, and the Cup, Do this, ſaid he, 1 


in Remembrance me, or, as you will find it in 
the Margin, for a Remembrance of me. And 


that we are in a more particular Manner to com- | 


memorate his Death and Paſſion in this Sacra- 
ment, appears plainly from his ſpeaking of his 
Sody broken, and his. Blood ſhed for us ; as 
if he had ſaid, 7 his Bread muſt put you. in 
Mind of my Body cruciſi à for you, and this Cup 
muſt putt you in Mind of my Blood ſpilt for you. 
When am gone remember me, who have 7þas 
obtained a New Covenant for you, who have thus 
wrought your Redemption, Re thus ſuffered 
f . eq wow; #4 
I think there ig no Man living that can be ſaid 
to have common Senſe, but who can plainly = 
prehend this to be one great End of the Holy 
Communion. And Lam fure there is no Man but 


who. allo, can do this in Obedience to our Lord's 


£0 x . 


Command, if he have but a Mind to do it. 
This is the firſt Thing. But before I paſs on 
to ſpeak to the other which relates to the New 
Covenant, | would conſider one Objection that 
Perhaps it may be faid, What Occaſion was 
there to ordain a particular Ceremony for this 
Purpoſe ? You can remember Chrift and his 
Death and. Sufferings without coming to the 
Lord's Table ? ———— | anſwer, Allowing all 
this to be true, yet ſince it pleaſed our Saviour, 
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. 4 
5 we {Koala meet kogether, Tom commems- 
1 1 rate his Death a Thi particular . Muemer,in 
which there is a "livel Repreſentation” cf his 
bl broken, agd his Blood ſhed for us; we 

y be vo content to comply with this his 
FEE Requeſt and Command,” and commemorate 
kX DK” in that M mer in which he wing 
FTE Wet — dye WE 

But this is not TP Yo are iden if 1 "FR 
Imagine there is no. more in this Commemora- 
tion than a bare Calling to Mind his Death: And 

ou will be ſenſible of this Miſtake, if vou do 

EE confider 5 vor own Intentions when you offer 
| your ſelves at b God's Tabla.” * 

For, Fi . Jou do by this Action publickly 
declare ta all the World, that you believe in bim 5 
Mm | that you own him for your Saviour; that you are 
} -not. offended or diſguſted at the teptoachful 
Manner of his Neath and painful Sufferings ; 
that you are ſo far from being aſhamed of his 
| Croſs, that you are defirous thus to ſpe forth bis 
Death, (as St. Part 257 tilt his Coming gain. 
In ſhort, that you 6 profeſs bis Religion 
4 and Worthip po 2nd ag de be GM joyn in that Part 
of Religious Worſhip, which doth in the moſt 
17 Manner diſtinguiſh us Chriſtians from . 

en of all other Reli iglons in the World. 

. Secondly, B | this Comme moration in the ga- 
crament, you « o not only ſheu yaur Faith in a 
crucified. 84 don and profeſs yourſelves pub- 
| Iickly to be his Diſciples ; but you do Moreover 
| poi declare your Thanks, and [giv your 

raiſes to God for all the Benefits oth Paſſion. 

It is upon this Account, that the Cup in the Sa- 
0 is called by. St. Paril, The Cup of 'Bleſ- 
He. 1. LS Tor x. 17 That is to lay, t e Cup of 

Pile | or hach fg iving : In receiving of which 

; we thank and Vets. God with our moſt grateful 
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gta ment will natur te res uk our 1 5 9 
„an 8 if * e any 1 
Nattet he cames about, or ee Hh 


not out of Foj yr, but out of Duty, will co 
- they that he is waar keg a Chriſtian, 


ful Reme 
him 52480 


Aider tho 


nauledgment ide Work of ou edemp- 
tion by Chxiſt. F. oy the ſame ofourR Allo 
Sacrament is calle: in,our Communion One, 6. 
he Sacrifice of our Praiſe and T hank wing; d 
and was always galled by the Church Carholek 47 
by, the Name of Euchariſt 3 which, put into 
Elia, won! Id 1 etaruing of: if Thanks'; or, 4 E - 
ce Kore 4, at rhe" End. 1: 8 
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his Action bot only com- 


8 in Pic lead, w hen 56 9 in 
. ſexions Jem Er, to communis ate. | 8 eve- 1 2 


le Sufferings, and vo for the Fake 4 
ligoh bis righteous dying Son, pardon | tho 511 | 
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= - „ A WIC O14 HTO ONT INTE, Dal CL 
: NY II. The other End and Defign! of the Lords 
Supper, as appears plainly from the luſtitution 
of eit, is, That we ſhould hereby renew the Co- 

venant we have made with S O at our Bap- 
tiſm. For when our Saviour ſays of the Wine, 
%s Cup is the Nero Covenant in my Plau; or, 
Rh This is my Blood of the New'Covenaut, wwhich'is 


munion to u, as 2 Means or Way whereby wo 

mould confitm or renew our Covenant | 
with GOD thro" his Blood. Our Receiving the 
Cup, as rh Cup f the Covenant, miuſt neceſſa- 
rily imply on our Part, either the Conſitmation 
of the Covenant yet ſubſiſting, on the Renewal 
of the Covenant broken ; and Hut bleſſed Lazd's 
* | ar eee and offering the Cup to e 
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And chis is all that we mean by Remembring 
Jommemorating Chriſt in the Sacrament. ** 
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ſhed for you : He manifeſtly propoſes this Com- 
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iniſters; under the gracious Character 


4 Bb od of rhe Covenant, muit neceſſarily imply 


on GOD Part, his ready Admiſſion af us again 


into the Chriſtian Covenant if broken by us, and 
his Declaration to all worthy:Communicants, 
Dat be will perform all that he bas promiſed 


in Chriſt, ani 20:8 make over and convey to them 


9 0 


To be more pl in with vou, if I can. The 


u rhe Benefics ud Bleſſings of the Gli. 


7 whole Caſe is this z Iss Enaisr by: his 
Death, hath procured and: eſtablihed a:New 
Couenaut between GO D and Man: The. Sub- 
W ance and Purport of which is as follows, That 
- Mankind: on their Hart ſpould renounce: the 
HVorla, and rhe Devil, and t he Fla; believe iu 
Chriſt: Feſus; and per form Obedience to all God's 
Zaus: And that Gad an his Part, upon their 


Repentanee; Faith and Oliedier ce. ſhould fergie 


tha all their paſt nw and confer. upon then 
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zdcavme ft x Won 3 8 2 ts 
Heal :Life in thelorid.to com Aud all this 
in Confidecation of the Safferings of. .the Wien. 
ons JE S US... hoy Soft ods AF "0 
dae This now, is the vNew, Conant. 1 Ki this | J 
we Have all enter'd idto with God by. 1 
tiſm The ceny Eadiand. Daſign of Bap lm be. 1 
10g to admit us into chis: Covenant with God. 
Ang accordiugly as we then undertook t . WM. 
Some true Servants arid Diſciples bf Jeſus Chriſt ; b 
£0 God:iialf6 undertadk! ( provitied me kept dur 
Fart ini cthe Oavenant qtd make over to us the I 
Benefits of «Chriſt's Sufferings, that is te ſay, 4 L 
Pardon: of Bins paſty Grace in this (Life, and A 
Glory in the next. But now when we: come to 
(Fears, and bave ꝓaſſeck through: ſome Part of L 
!our!/T6hal: fuch ate the LDemptatiens of the 
World! and che Hebih and ſuch the Siufulneſs f Ui 
eur Fleſhy and Frailty-of Humap Nature, re 
ve have on out. Part failed in aur Promiſes, abd 
oken our Vows, and have thereby made; a 
n in that Cohenant which we made With 1 | 
Cod, at our Baptiſm, or uhich othets made;for i 
uns inicour; Name, Baut ſo gracious; ts.God to 1 4 
us, or he knows: dur Weakneſs, and gur finful 
Natures; and what a wicked enſnaring World 
ve live in; Lay, ſo god's Ne notwithſtandigg 
to us, that * has decl ared he Will nod take Ad. 9 
vantage of theſe Farfeitures, fo long as w f,n- 
repent of all our Miſcarrages.and Failuręs ach I 
Covenant, and endeawout for. the ſuturt t6approc Þ 
ourſelves! more | worthy 1diombers of- Ci 
Church and Religion. But: then, whereas dt is i 
Bighly fittisgithat when, we come to ſee and A- 
EnSWIedge cur ſinfat Departures from our«firit Wl 
Eugagrmants, we ſoulds not. anl. yxeendemn aur 
paſt Faalts but entet into freſh —— n 
_ attire: Qbedignocnytherefore:Chrift hath his | 
\mfaite Kindneſs, a0 to our great Comfort, ap, , 
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bod, whereby, we may. from Time to Time 
renew our Covenant with God, and recover gur- 

I 4 ſclyes to that State of Virtue... and . Holineſs of 
ite to which, we Hazer © earkelge! at our 1. 

alm. And. ſo very kind and metciful is Almig 

d. BE God to us, as not only to make. this {econ JE 

. Wcrament +. Means of conveying, Pardon. ro us 

whats paſt; Wnt: apo. of canyay ing further Sup- 

1 9 ke of | Grace: and fliſtance to us, not we —4 

esp our, Part in the Nen e tter than 

Fe bars heretafbre dong... 

XX + Whenever. 'therefq re. we receive. this Gren- 

went, we. do in Effect conſcgrate dourſelves 

ang 10 eder of God. thro”. Jeſus Chriſt, 

and, God is again, thro! Jeſus Chriſt reconcile 

N 2 12k — intg his his Service. be ad. 

mwminiſteing af e md. Mine by, the Miny- 

ſter is the confirm we tying the l | 
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„ e 
to all Intents and Purpoſes every Time that we 
ſerioufly repent of dur Sins, and make new Re- 
plutions to perfevere in our Obedience for the 
Fd future ? When we arg once admitted into the 
Clubriſtian Covenant by Baptiſm, tho''we fail in 
4 the Performance of our Part, yet doth not Re- 
fl | pentance alone reſtore us to perfect Reconeilta- Wl 
i tion with God ? To which 1 anſwer, That the 
| Nay to appernend iy thr he Ted's Mppper BW 
is neceffary for the renewing our Covenant with 

' God when we have broken it, is to conſider how 
far the other Sacrament of Baptiſm is neceflary | 
for our firſt Admiſſion into the New Covenant, | © 
If Faith and Repentance will do of themſelves, | 
and intitle a Man to the Bleflings of the- Gol. 
Pel, without being admitted into Covenant wien 
God hy thar Rite and Ceremony of Baptiſm 
which Chriſt Rath ordained, then it will be e- 
fy to imagine how a Man may renew his Cove- £ 
vant , with God as often as he' pleaſes, tho he 
live in an utter Negle& of the Zord's Sperr. 
But now. we are generally fpeaking, fp well'fa- 
-nisfied of the Neceſſtty of Baptiſm where it can 
be obtained, that we account no Man within the 
" Covenant, {0 long as he refuſes or wilfully ne- 
glects to be. baprized ; and therefore we are al- 
ways careful to bring our Children as ſoon as i 
may de to this Holy Ordinanee ; and it would | 
de well for us all if we bad the like right No- 
tion of the Neceflity of the Lord's Stifpper to all 
Eren Chriſtians br bee our SavioursCam- I 
mand, Drink ye all this, for this is the New iſ 


Covenant in my Blood, is as general and expreſs 


"as bis Commiſion for bapriging all Nations. 
"For GOD's Sake 
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How come 
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Stainly. a Means appointed by our Saviour for ! 


- 
A} 


Preſerving us in the Covenant and Communion 
ich Chriſt, as Baptiſm is the appointed Means 
Mr our firſt Entring into that Covenant and Com- 
union. Baptiſm. is neceſſuny, and we do all 
eadily acknowledge. it, for the Remiſſion of 
ins committed before Baptiſin, whether they 

e Original or Actual. Well then, the Lord s 
upper is equally, or in the ſame Degree neceſ- 
"ZFary for the Remiſſion of Sins committed after 


8 Baptiſm, as the Means ordained by Chtiſt to, 


I 


n that Purpoſe; for the Uſe of all ſuch baptiſed | 


perſons as are capable of being ang Parta> / 
erg of it. No Man will preſume to ſay, that 
he hath kept up in all Points to his Baptiſmal , 
Vous and Engagement; and therefore no Man 
ſhiould preſume: to ſay, that he can aſſure to 
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Lord's Supper, which Chriſt has given us as 
Means of receiving from Time to Time thoſe 
1 D leſſings, and as a ledge to aſſure us of the 
ame. And from hence we may make a Judp- 
7 ent, and I think 4 pretty ſure one, that no 
lan can by any private Actionor Rite of his on 
iaventing, properly renew his Covenant with. 
6 . bro” Chriſt, but that in order to do that, 
he mu apply himſelf to the appointed Meansy, 
and partake of the Holy Supper. L Se Note) 
'&, at the wo ag) nee ng es 
But further, allowing that a Man may renew. 
his Covenant with God in ſome Senſe by pri- 
vate Refolutions and repeated Vows, yet cer-. 
tainly he can never do it ſo properly and ſo ef 
RY E eflectuallx 


Mp WA 


„ n 
"EY 8 * * — 2 
9 Kone 


W 
AH 


- 


ectually as at the Lord's Table; foraſmuch as 
at is not poſſible for him to lay himſelf under 


a ſtronger Obligation to perform his Part in the ll 


Covenant than he doth by entring into ſolemnn 


Engagements with G0, publickly at his Al- 


tar. A holy Reſolution or Vow made at a re- 
ligious Commemoration of our Saviour's Death ⁶ 


and Sufferings, and confirmed by partaking f 
holy Myſteries, the 6igns of bis Body and Bluod, | 
and the Pledpes of his Love, muſt needs more 
ſepſibly and ey : 


_ a more laſti 


* 


arent de the Memory than 


any that can be made in the warmeſt Temper 


of private Devotion. And this is what I beg 
vou all thoroughly. to. cenſider and remember, 
(both you who are already Communicants, and 

you who intend to be ſo) dar e do 
receive the Lord's Supper, you are ſuppoſed in 
the moſt folemn Manner to renew your Baptil- 
mal Vows, to dedicate yourſelves afreſh to 


GO D's Service, and utterly to renounce for | 


| Ever the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. You |! 
take as it were an Oath of Fidelity to your Ma- 


ſter JEs us Cnnisr, and ſwear to obey Him 16 ⁶ 


your Lives End, as the Author and Captain of 
Jour Salvation. | Sce Note J. at the End. 
But to conclude this Point. As there is no 
other Way whereby we can renew our Cove - 
nant with GO-D ſo properly and ee 
with regard to the Part we act in that Renewal, 
as by partaking at his Table; io neither is 
there any other Way whereby we can expect tl e 
Confirmation and Sealing of the Covenant on 
O D's Part with ſuch great and gloricus Bleſ- 
firgs and Pepefits, as he beſtows and makes over 
to all worthy Communicants in the_Lord's Sup- 
Fer, under the Character and Notion of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood, which are figured by the Suck) | 


CERES 
and Wine: - If you: aſk, Was are theſe fnpalar 
23 Benefits which attend the Ordinance, and what 
Þ is this Body and Blood of Chriſt with which tte 
feeds and nouriſkes us? F anſwer, Nothing leſs, 
my Brethren, than the free Pardon of all our 
= pxitSins, a and the further Afſiſtances of his Holy 
= Spirit to enable us to live up to our Engage- 
megts in his Service; and which is the End and 
Defign of all, 74: Preſervation of 'our Souls and 
TS Podtes roceverlafting Life. This is the Inviſible - 
= . Spiritual Communion of the very Body and 
7 ol Chriſt, whereby we are made one with 
be Kim and he with ue. This! is the A pplicatibn 
of his precious Death anch alkfRz Merit 
0 our Souls, which ſtrengthens and refuses 
chem to eternal Life, as our Bodies dre 
ſtrengthned and refreſhed- b V. the- confecrated- 
N Bread and: Wine. 
And now; 1 believe; 1 have Jeliver'J/allithac 
= — neceſſary to: be know u abou * 
i Lord's: Supper, having not only: ſhewn'the 
"38 - Great: Ends and: Delia ns of it, -bat'anſivered the 
Obdjoctions that may be made to them, in fuck 
MNanner as proves the Fitneſs and N eceſſity uf 
che Rite itſelf for the Purpoſes to which it | 
W ordained: And 1 hope what has been 141d, bas 
been likewiſe ſo chk and plain, that there TY 
vone of you but can underſtand it: And who- 
boever doch underſtand thut much, may, with 
Reſpect to his Knowledge, ſafely come to the 
; Tords s Supper, if he be but propurticaably qua- 

- lified with Reſpect to the State of his Heart 

and Moral Diſpoſitions, which was the other 
wee, to be examined _ in Order to our 
Nr 3 ; 51115 RW l END, 
— we ſhall Gal to lie Mill zn a leſs 
I is, and to be more readily underſtoot 
I chan — farmer Point. Indred 1 have already 
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mn a Manner, that is; by. cafie Conſequence, re- 
_  folved the moſt material Enquiries into this Bi 


Buſineſs in what 1 have ſaid before. For there Ml 


* 


his former Miſcarriages, and, 


:Jolving to keep up to his Engage 


_ 2 the; future, . 


75 
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joſ the Truth of this, without a. grateful Senſe 1 
Ae great 2 Bleffipg, and fo ineſtimable a-Mercy Bl 


nn Cay om 
Fhberefore another Qualification in us muſt be. 
me bauinę a lively Faith in God's Mercy through 
3X Cbriſty, with a thankful | Remembrance. bis 
ra- Destb. And wholoever bath this Pe rſwaſion, 
on and this Diſpoſition alone with it, (and one 
would wonder how they can be ſeparated) is 
certainly qualified for the Zora“ Super, as it is 
an Act of Commemorat ionn. 

ou obſerve. in the Inſtitution of the 


Aufficient Sa- 


—. 


a further Conditi- 
ing of your own Sins, 
riſt s Blood, to qualify 


hach 


Aud truly/1;think; it would be needl 
explain more particularly what theſe Qual 
= cations.are, and how a Man may knom When he 
e chus qualified, for verily vou know all this 


without. 


\ 


whether 


don and Salvation, but in GOD's Mercies thro“ ⁵ 
HRS P, and that he bears no IIl-will towards 1 


his Neighbqaurs, (and ſurely any, Man can tel! 
whether this be the State of: his Mind, or no; 
' Pay, he that can with [ See Note 10. at the Et 
à good Conſcience declare before GOD, theſe 


Y 


© are his Thoughts, theſe. his Reſolutions; this his 
Truſt and his Hope, need never be afraid of 3 4 
coming to the LOG R D's Table, tho“ he have: ⁵ 
made no further or more particular Preparation. 
He may with theſe honeſt and good Diſpoſi- 
draw near. with Comfort, and depend upon be- 
ing well received, and ſind great Benefit from a 
 Opdimance ts 299 IEEE berg phe 4s YE 
No: All the Difficulty that attends theſe En- 
Aauiries, when there is nn lies here ; in endea- 
vouring to diſſemble, and: ſtriving to make our 
Hearts ſay what they will not ſay. It is very 
97 hard indeed for a Man to ſay, 7 rruly repent of 
mp. int when he knows that really he ig not 
Much concerned:about themi: Or to ſay, Tſted- 


fall Furgoſe ro dead d new Life, when indeed | 
$6652.44 Yi h 4 . | 


be bach va ſuch Thoughts e Or to ſays I haue 

; ue Fgith in G Mercies:through:Chrifts « 
ON | when h ſeldom or never thinks of his Intereſt 
u in Chrift, and perhaps had never amy tue, Senſe 
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Doctrine for ſuch Sort of Men, to be thus debarred 
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3 % 


rethren their Treſpaſſes, are not only excluded 
from the Sacrament, but from the Kingdom of 
Heaven too, ſo long as they continue in this Way: 
And that if they ſhould' be taken out of the 
World before they have made themſelves fit for 
receiving the Sacrament, there is no Hopes for 


— of the ir dw Hins, nor heartily forgive their 


Way then for ſuch People, is to amend their 
Lives, and to ſet heartily and earneſtly about 


and ſo qualify themſelves by this Means for the 
Sacrament,; and then by God's Bleſſing they 
will be qdalified for a better State hereafter, 
when God ſhall be pleaſed to call them ts it - 
But it appears by all that has been ſaid about 
theſe Moral Qualiſications, that every truly 


his paſt Faults, and determines to become a new 
Man, who doth truly believe and truſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is in Charity with all his Neighbours, 
may with a very eaſy Coliciente, and'with great 
Comfort approach” the Lord's Table as often as 
he is invited to it. You ſee there is not much 
for him to underſtand and carty in his Mind z 
nothing but what plainly ariſes from our Sa- 
viour's own Words when he appointed the Or- 
dance: ' Namely, That he ſhould thankfully 


Sdvts'z yet he may find it perhaps a difficult 
Matter, it he be not in Charity, to bring himſelf 
from the Bottom of his Heart to forgive them 3 
and if this be'his Caſe, that he cannot freely par- 
don them, he muſt not dare to come to the Holy 
' Communion. This you may think is à hard 


them that they ſhould goto Heaven. The only” 


the plain and common Duties of Chriſtianity, 


honeſt and well-meaning Man, who is ſenfible of 
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an dying Savior, truting int his Blgo 
WE. for tbe Remillign, of his Sine: and;pledding Jus 
WM Sufferings to God the Father for the full Pardon 
of them: And that-he ſhould thereupen reneu 
bis. los of a haly Vile, and enter intd a Nerv Co- 
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J vant ever after. Thisis all that is ordinarily 
I veedful to be remember d. And then as to the 
„ Examination.of his Af nalifications, vis. 
1 N whether he re pents, and believes the Goſpel, and 
eb in Charity with Mankind zit is ſo eaſy, that 
„l imagine a well-meaning Man can hardly fail 
8 of knowing whether he is fit to communicate in 
. theſe Reſpects,. or no. C Sge. Note 11. at-the 
r 


(_ 


the Holy: Communlon is àn Ordinance. trom 
which you cannot ſafely abſent yourſelves, it 
I you defire that it ſhould go well with you, ei- 
bber in this World, or in tha next: For aſſure 
IF yourſelves it is requi ſite to make you. truly Wir- 
tuous and Religious Men, to make you gro 

in Grace, and take Delight in your Chriſtiau 


Peace of Mind Which a- Mia. deſires to reap" 
che Practice of his Religion; and moceover, 


rien ef your Souls and Bodies to Life everiating. 
80D grant you may not only be warthy 
Communicants, but frequ nt Com muaicant, 
too for your 'own Sakes, ani for the Sake of 
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receive the conſecrated Bread and Wine in Me- 


that it is generally wocefſary for the Prefervs. 


Hes Dear Sow JESUS! CHRIST: - 


CY 


venant with God to be his moſt faithful Ser- 


And now I have doe, and do only:b:ſcech 
SS you to conſider what has been faid ; and that 
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(See alſo Acts vii. 8. The Co venant of Circum- 
ciſion.) When yet it was only the Rite or Cere- 


© 


 anony-of entring into that Covenant. In the 
next Ven ſe he calls it, The Token of the Cove- 
nant, that is, a Sign of the Covenant tro both A 
Parties, and a Pledge 'of the Validity - of % 
Covenant on GO D's Part. Now: in either, or 
rather in boththeſe Senſes, may our Lord's Words 
be nnudrſtood, This Cup is the New Covenant 
in my Blood, drink ye all of-this. That is, this 
is the Rite or Ceremony appointed by Chriſt of 
ent ring into, or, to ſpeak more properly, entring 
again i to that Covenant t0-2which aue were ad- 
mitted hy Bupriſm. And it is alſo à perpetual 
Ten of this New Covenant, a Sign thut it pet 
ſubſi ls Bhetrvixt GOD aud us; and it it moreover 
a Plle and au Afirance to us; of the Firn 
ne and Stability of GO D's Promiſes, and al 
the Nlercles copenanted, ſo long as we ſhall per. 
orm what was ſtipulate on our Parts. IJ. . 
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ia bor h. theſe: Senſes may our Saviour's Words be 

ii chuſirutu, tho I habe esblrined it in the 

liter, to mukke tbe Figure tht ſum in lh 
enn ou 
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. 8 P. 13. N. 3. M Lux E has the Words of the 
ſtitution, as they ave in St. Þ av i, Cb. xxii. 20. 
in a: Sr. MarrH xi z 8. an N Mans Mv. 
14 2K 4 have: them thus, This: is my Blood of the 
od ew Covenant, Which cis ſhed for you, and for 
had any; wvhich:icomes. exattiyx to the ſame. Thing, © 
in iz, This: Wine repreſents to you. my: Blood, 
be hich is. ſed to obtain a New. Covenant for you, 
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4 Covenant 27 uſed both for the Sign and Rati- 
fication of the Covenant. betaveen GOD and. 
CC 59% ig 


Pi 16. N. 4. Za commemorate great Benefac- 
rors and great Benefits by Eating and Drinking, . 
by Feaſts and Feſtiwals, bath been aFways cuſto- 
mary in the World: Thus the Heat hens had their 
= Fs in Manory of their Heroes. The Paſthal * 
ring Supper 2025 a Feaſt: appointed-by GO D, to im- 
ad-: Print upon the Memories: of t he I{raelites than 
tual ¶ Wonderful Deliverance from Egypt. Which Sups 
t. yet for the Jews concluded vwuith a Cup ef Nine, aus 
ober ung a Hymn. Aud that Cup they called, The 
irn Lup of Bleſſing, or Thankſgiving: To remem- 
1 al ber our Saviour therefore at his Supper, dot 
imply remembr ing him with Praiſe, an grate- 
| Jul Acknowledgments... of Ne 8 * * 8 TO 8 *. 
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+. At here I world remark the wonderful Pro- 


it wi appear to bè an Action hat doth, a- 


Cobenant with God. I Hare here ub ſerued, That 
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From Tims to Tins renem the Covenant with 
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© pHiery aud Fitneſt of this Ordinance of the. Sacra- 
ment for all the Vis for wwhich it was intende/. 

For, beſides. its Propriety conſidered in its Kela- 
rin to It's Type, the Paſehak Supper, ( which is 
taken Notice of, aud made good Uſe of by ſev#r al 
Miiters z) beſides: the Reſemllance that the Ele- 
ments habs of the T hings they repreſent-;\ beſides 
rie figurative Relation: h. Eating and Dreak- 
nz har to the Feeding upan Him in our Hearts 
Faith; and that our Bodies being nouriſhed 
. by the Bread ann line, hath to the ſtrengthniug 
and refreſping of :our* Sau] by his Body and 
-*Blood ; beſiaes all theſe, J ſay, book upon i t only 
2 2 Feſtival Supper, or à Chriſttan Feaſt, and 


85 Bode any ot hen, particulariy | fat And fut ant h 
e Two great Edt and Offen of it, which 
before mentioned, vis. + The. Remembrance 
of Chriſt our Saviour, aud the Renewal of our 


Feuſting hath been uſnally judged by: a Mankind 

to be the profereſt Way of 'gratefuily .commemo« 
"rating extraordinary." Venefuctors and Benefits. 
Aud I hall hereafter e in another Note, That 
Feuſt ing hath been alſo the uſual Way of making 
or confir ming or renervim Leagues and Covenants, 
S. that upon both theſe Accounts, were there 
mo ot her Propriety in the Action, the Rite aud 
Ceremony appointed by our Saviour would be, f 
all others which can he devi ſed, the beſt adapted to 
| The Ends which he aimed at in its Inſtitution. 


95 8 „ OSEOLP 6 1 . OE SAL LL +} 

P.. N. 3. This b the Uſe of the Sacri- 
feces under the Law, which were the Means ap. 
pointed by G O D, whereby the Iſraelites ſhould 
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Token and Pledge ro them of their being admitted 


* 


cri- The SF Bs under the Law may all be reduced 


A bY 
kd 8 4 7 


2 FJ 


wo Sorts, Expiatory and Euchariſtical. 
$f Fe Now 


4 *q 


Now the Expiatory Sactifices, which avere all 
Performed with ſhedding of Blood, were the Pre- 
figurations of CHRIST 's Death and Sufferings, 
Twhereas the Lord's Supper is the Memorial of 
2. ſame Death and Paſſion. I hey had an an- 
tecedent Relation 20 Him, this hath a ſubſe- 
quent Relation: TDyey were Typical, zhis is 
Commemorative; that is, They thew'd forth 
His Death till he came and ſuffer d; and this 
IJhews forth his Death till his Coming again in 
Glory. So that the firſt Great End' and Defigu 
¶ rhe Sacrifices, and that of the Lord's Supper, 
do manifeſtly correſpond. And then the orher-® 
Zul and Deſign of our Sacrament, appears as 
Plainly in oxr Euchariſtical Sacrifices, the Meat- | 
Offerings ana Peace-Offerings, &c. And inaeed 
zn every” Sort of Sacrifice of the Expiatory Kind, | 
or Sins and for Treſpaſſes; in which the Owner | 
of the Sacrifice was Partaker ; for as the Jews 


Aid with Thankſgiving eat of theſe Sacrtifices, in 
Token of rheir being in Covenant with God, and 
Garing again in his Favour and Bleſſings, not- 
evithſtana! 5 their former Tranſgreſſions; ſo do 


zue in the Lord's Supper, feed outwardly on the 
Elements or Oblations, and inwardly and ſprri- 
rually on the very Body and Blood of Chriſt, in 
 SToken of our .Continuance in, or Renewal of the 
«Chriſtian Covenant. F 
Au this Obſervation touching the Reſem- 
Blauce #here is between the Lord's Supper and 
#he Legal Sacriſices, will enable us to under (tand 
in what Senſe this Sagrament is, and may truly 
be called, The Chriſtian Sacrifice, without run- 
ning into the Poptſh Notion of it. "Twas a re- 
may kable Tradition, which, we are told, was 
among the Jews, That all Sacrifices ſpoulu ceaſe 
an the Days of the Meſſiah, except the Sacrifices 
of the Bread and Mine. FO He RY 
| bs : 25 P. 24. 
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ſenſible Argument, to ſhew the great Importance. 
of receiving the Lord's Supper, which in cheſs _ 
latter Ages, of | Chriſtianity bath uſually. ben 
looked upon rather as an Exer ciſe of Piety gud 
Morſbi p, proper and becoming in devout 2 
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p. 21. X. 6. T take this to. be a plain anf 
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than as a Duty generally neceſſary ſor all Chri- 


ſtians of Age and Niderſtanding. II is neceſſary” 
indeed in ſuch a limited Senſe, as will admit of 
eme Exceprions ;. and ſo will ths Sacrament of 
= Baptiſm. too; but it doth not appear that the. 
one is ordinarily diſpenſed with, any more that 
the other; the Deſign of them both, and the Be- 
nefits attending them, being much the ſame, and 
of equal Importance ro Mens Souls. They may 
be properly called, in a more eminent Senſe, The 
Two Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, as they 


are Tuſtruments by which the Church of Chriſt ts 
opened to all Believers 3 or, to ſFeak more plainly, 
by which all worthy Receivers of them are ad- 
mitted and taken into the New Covenant. Aut 
tbat the Lord's Supper is as properly A Key, &s 


the other. is, will appear from comparing the 
E Moacy 77 F ach of them. Bapti [772 gives USI he 
br/t Aamiſſion into the New Covenant, procures 


Par don of paſt Sins, and Grace 10 lead a Holy 


Life, and thro theſe intitles us to the Kingdom 


of Heaven, that is, puts us into a State of Salua- 
tion. Well, What doth the Lord's Supper 2 


Why, the very ſam? Thing, only in a different 


Manner, and under a different Circumſtance 5 


Repentance the Lord's Supper re- admits us i 


that is to ſay, Whereas we have broken the 
Covenant, have committed Sin, have not made 
a due Uſe of G OD's Grace, and have thereby 
0 : | 3 9 4 i f 0 * 1 * 4 . . . — 
endanger'd the Salvation of our Souls, and for- 
feited our Title to Heaven, therefore upon our 
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| HH 
to Covenant with God thro? Chriſt, procures a- 
gain the Pardon of our Sins paſt, and freſh Sup- 
Plies of ſufficient Grace to enable us to Jead | 
more holy Lives, and doth again intitle us to 
the 8 of Heaven, and put us into a 
State of Salvation. From hence then we may 
#nfor, That the Lord's Supper is as generally 
neceſſary to Salvation 25 Bapriſm. - - 
Tims was indeed, when the Neceſſity of the | 
Euchariſt 0 all baprized Perſons was carried 
much higher than I have repreſented, viz. Ihen 
1 was given not only to Infants, but even to the 
Dean who had not am Opportunity of receiving 
t duben living. (Not to mention a Practice 
Fill more abſurd, of putting it into the Graves | 
and Coins of the Dead.) Nut theſe Practices 
 bave no more Foundation in Reaſon than in 
Scriprure. Whereas if ve conſider the Lord's 
Stpper as the Means appointed for the Renewnk 
ef our Covenant, it will be'a Rule to ifelf, 
-eohereby wwe ſball eaſtly diſcern to what Perſons, 
and in what Caſes it 15 uecefſary, and in 
e deen 


” S 


P. 22, N. 7. And this is indeed the true 
Meuning of the Word Sacrament, which is a 
Latin Trin, taken from the old Romans, who 
uſtd the Word to expreſs the Militany Oath that 
Soldiers took to their General. And therefore is 
@ moſt 2 oper Word to be uſed as a cemmon 
Term for Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, in 


both which we profeſs. ourſelves Soldiers of | 

Chriſt, engage to fight manſully under his Ban- 
ner, and vow not to forſake the Warfare in his 
Church Militant. I might alſo add, with Rü- 
HPect to the Lord's Supper, that the moſt ſoleinn 
Qaths, upon extraordinary Occaſious, were an- 
Th e eee ee 


ciently taken by the Heat hen, during their Sucri- 
„ ae at re SF 


P. 25. N. 8. Indeed the Euchariſt in every 
' Light that you can ſte it, is an Orainance that 
requires and ſuppoſes the. Charity of all Thoſe 
that partake of it. As it is a Feaſt, it implies 
' Peace and mutual Friendſpip amongſt the ſeveral 
Gueſts. As it is a Commemoration of a greap 
Benefactor, and of mighty Benefits, it is an Ac- 
knowledgment of a common and joint Intereſt in 
the ſame Friend, and in the ſame. Bleſſings ; 
_ evhich is one of. the ſureſt Ties of Concord aud 
S Amity. And 4s it is the Renewal of the fame 
zves Covenant, and an Engaging in the ſame Spiri- 
ices tua Warſare, it makes us Allies and Partners, 
in end ſets us all on one Side againſt the ſame 
-d's Wh common Enemies. Wherefore it 1s well repre- 
wal | ſented. by the Apoſtle as a Bond of Union 70 all 
e1f, Cyhriſtians, who being many (as he ſays) are one. 
dus, Bod, as being Partakers of that ons Bread, 
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in I. Cor. x. 17. 


P. 25. N. 9. It is no Wonder that we find 
rue beſe Three Qualiſicat ions. for the Lord's Supper 
52 have ſo near a Relation to the three Vows in 
who Baptiſm. Fer as theſe two Sacraments baue 
har mich the ſame Nature and Effects, as being 
Keys of rhe Kingdom of Heaven, they miſt 
0s A therefore require much the ſauie Sort of Pre» 
„ in Paration or e e in the Receivers of © 
of | 54m. Thus, Repentance, or Forſaking of Sin, 
45 #5 ti Subject of the firſt Vow in Baptiſt ; 

Faith {5 rhe Subject of the ſecond, ; and were. 
ave to fix pom one Word. for the expreſſing the 
Matter of the third Vow, IT ſhould not knuw of 
auy more proper to be uſed than Charity; which 
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zz the End of the Commandment, and't 


. good.Conſcience to th ſame Kind of. Interrcga- 


is ſanftifies us for its Reception, and. ſecures.1o 


for him in ſuch a Cale, to be more than ordina- 
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| 0 ommandme he Ful- 
filling of the Law, I. Zim. i. 5, Rom. xili. 10% 


P. 26. N. 10. As. iz is the Anſwer, of, a 
200d, Conſcience that ſaves. us in Baptiſm, ge- 
o it is the Anſwer. of a 


£© 


cording. to St. PETER, } 
"Tories that ſaves us in this other Sacrament, that 
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P. 29. N. . This is ſpexen generally, an 
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Aare ſay,Qut is for the moſt Part trug; but 
till, a Doubr may Poſſibly ariſe from a particu- 
lar Circumſtauce; as for Inſtance, in the Point 
of Repentance ; Truly (Jays a Man) I: am 
deeply touched in my Conſcience for. my Sins, 
and heartily bewail them, and firmly. reſolve 
by Gop's Grace to forſake them, and become 
a new Man. Here is your firſt Qualification. 
— But then /a e) 1: have hot yet pro- 
ved my Repentance by any material Acts, and 

can only anſwer for my preſent Diſpoſition. 
May I venture upon this, to come to the Sacra- 
ment? L never was thoroughly, awakened till 
now, and as far as a Man can judge of himſelf, 
I. take my Repentance to be ſincere; may 1 
preſume to oller myſelf as a new Convert at 
'Eov's Table, and make the Holy Sacrament 

the leading” Act and Proof of my Repentarce, 
and my firſt Eſſay towards a new Life? Now 
in this Caſe, I can ſte no Reaſon why he may 
df, provided te be. qualified in the öt hn Ref 
petts.: Nay, I. ſboula rather think it one of the 
beſt Thivgs be could do, and the moſt likely to ſe- 
cure im in that good State of Mind that be 
755 himſelf in. It ꝛwould indeed be adviſeable 
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iy particular in the Confeſſion of his Sins, ans, 


forming his new Reſcluttons, and obtaining the 
Hdvice ans 4ſitance of fume aiſtvect Privud 
by have Opportunity. Hut t ben de mut al. 
days remember, that it is not the Length nor 
the , Method of the Preparation, but only the 
Diſpoſition itſelf (however obtained) that is the 
ualification. | 
Ebange of his Mina, he is ſurely it to renew his 
Covenant. And it is natural to believe, that. 
this Sacrament, being in the 'Deſign of it, as 
well the bringing us again into Covenant with 
Gol. as the confirming us in that Covenant; is 
.as much a Means of ſettling a Penitent-in 4 
State of Converſion and Regeneration, as it is 
of continuing a Man ſettled in that State. So 
that tf any Perſou have begun his Repentance, 


be may be the more effeffually enabled by tho 


Sacrament to bring forth the actual Fruits of is 
in a holy 1.ife and Conver ſut ion. 

Again, another Doubt may ariſe from a 
miſtaken Notion of Faith: For the Notion that 
Jome have of it, is their being fully aſſured that 
they are rightly prepared to receive the Sacra- 
ment, ſo as 10 be accepted hy GO D as worthy 
Communicants; or, which comes to the ſame 
Thing, their being fermiy perſuaded t hat they are 
in a Statevf Grace and Favour with GOD: This 
with them is the lively Faith in Gop's Mercies 
required in the Communion. Ad it is no Mon- 
der if this Notion puzzle the beſt diſpoſed Per- 
fon in the Examination of himſeif; for rhe 


believing it requiſite to come. to th Sacrament. 


. evithout -donbrivg, doth naturally create a 
Doubt, eſpecially when the Fafſages in St. Pa v 
about Faith and Doubting, are brought in to 


perplex the Matter more; ſUch as, Whatſoever 


And therefore if he is ſure of rhe 
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7s not of Faith is Sin ; 4%, Without Faith it 
Re 49 pleaſe Go p; and, He that 
oubteth, is damned if he eat: Therefore 
we | (vs an honeſt: Man] I dare not come to par- 
take in the Sacrament, becauſe 1 have not 
Faith enough to qualify me for it ; and T had 
better keep away, left I ſhould offend Go 5 
by my Preſumption. Here now are a Set 1 
WH: | Miſtakes blended teget her; for the Removal of 
which, Firſt, Set aſide theſe Texts of. Seriprure 
wich have nothing, at all tu do with the Lord's 
SBupper, as wit be very plain to any one who will 
M be at the Pans of enquiring into the Meaning of 
tbem, and ſheOccaſions uponwhich they are brought 
in. And in the next Place take Notice, That the 
Faith required to qualify us for the Sacrament, » 
isi quite different Thing from being perſuaded 
that we are worthy in GOD'S Sight, or are in 
be Number of the Elect in a State of Accep- 
1 tance with Go D: For it is neither more nor 
de than this, To believe in Jesus CHRIST, as 
1 the Author of Eterna! Life, thro' whoſe Suf- 
1 ferings and Merits only we can be ſaved, and 
1 that through him we ſurely ſhall be ſaved, if 
11 we be Ay, Wi our Lives in Obedience 
1 to his Commands. Aud whoſoever believes thus 
W | nuch, hath Faith in the Mercies of GOD 
= through CHRTLS T, and Faith ſuffecient to make 
1 vim a' worthy Communicant, notwithſtanding 
1 he may be of a timerous Nature, and. apt to 
| ect himſelf, ulis for Jo bly an Ordinance. 
It won be ſůrange, if it. were neceſſary for a 
[ Man to preſuppoſe himſelf One of the Elect, and 
An Acceptaucè with Goa, When his Deſign. in 
coming to the Sacrament is, or ſhould he, in humble 
Truſt that he ſhall reſtore himſelf to God Grace 
und Favour, or at leaſt further ſecure bimſelf 
I | 4 
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in them. GOD doth indeed aſſure us upon oud 
* worthy Receiving, that we are very Members 


- of his Sons Body; and Heirs thro” Hope of ever- 

laſtir,g Life ': But we are not to aſſure: our- 
ſelves of this aforehand, in order to our worthy 
Recei ving. It is enough if we have ſuch a Bo- 


lief or Opinion of GO D's Mercies to us through 
CnaisT, and not in any Thing elſe in the 
World. And therefore the Rule that F would. 


lay down for any doubting Chriſtian, by which 
to try his Faith when' he examines before the 
Sacrament, is this, Whether he hath any Truſt, 
or even Hope for the Pardon of his Sins or 


Safety of his Soul, in any Thing but in the one 
Oblatioa of CHRISH for the Sins of the whole 


World, and in his own: Endeavours to intitle 
himſelf to a Share in that Satisfaction for Sins 
once made? This is a Queſtion eafily anſwered, 
and certainly if he finds all his Truſt and Hopes 
lie here, and here only, he has that Faith which 
is the Second Qualification. i 

Once more, A Doubt ſometimes ariſeth among 
the Common People, from overſtraining or miſ- 
apprehendiug the Notion of Charity; as if it 
eV not conſiſtent with any Kina of Differeny 
ces avith our. Neighbour. I would willingly 
come to the Sacrament, & ſays a Man) but I 
know not whether I am in Charity, becauſe I 
have Matters of Controverſy with ſuch or ſuch 


of my Neighbours, about Rights that I cannot 


depart. from, and I know not how long it may 
be before theſe be adjufed ; and therefore I 
think Lhad better refrain, till all Matters are 
ſettled between us. This Scruple is ſo veal, 
that it is ſometime given as the Reaſon of Ap- 
plication to a thira Perſon to inter poſè ami- 


cably, aud. peedily . the Matters of. 
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Content ion, that the Parties may be at Liberty 
again to frequent the Lord's Tables And it 
Seems to be wholly founded on a wrong Interpre- 
zation. of theſe Words. of our Saviour, Firſt be 
reconciled to thy Brother, and then come 
and offer thy Gift at the Altar. IWhereas- 

rere ſeems to | be no thorough and per- 
ect Reconciliation of the Parties, ſo long 
a the. Controverſy ſukſiſts between them. But 
0 this. we ſay, That altho' it may be a very 

difficult Matter to reconcile the Law, and 

fettle private Claims and Properties; yet it 

is an eafy Matter to diſcern, that Chriſtian 
Love and Communion hath nothing to do 

with the Law, and that a Man may reſerve | 

his Charity, if he will, untainted with his 

fecular Diſputes. T would ask ſuch a Per- 

fon thefe few Queſtions : Do you, notwiths 

ſtanding theſe Differences with your Neigh- 

tours, which may be very juſt in Matters of 

Property, nay, and neceſſary too; I ſay, do 

you. bear u0 evil Vill, no Rancour or Malice 

in your. Heart towards them, upon Account 
of ' theſe Differences. ? Are yon willing 70 

come to Agreement with them as. ſoon as o 
can, without prejudicing your own Legal 

Rights ? And. are you deſirous only to 40 
Fuſtice to yourſelf, cr. thoſe you are concerned 

for, without doing. any Hurt or Tujuſtice to 
your Adverſaries? And are. you free to do 
them any Neighveurly Service: that hath no 

Relation to the Points in Diſpute with: 
them?: Th ſhort, tho your Differences be of 

that Nature, that they will take: ſome-Time 

to be compeunned, yet are nou in the mean 

Fine ſo reconciled to their Perſons, thut you 
can ſay. qu Prayers for them, and wiſh that 
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I PTY Es er Or Tu One 
wor may both meet in Heaven in intire 
rienaſbipi and Lous ? I ſuy, If. you. have 


this Dijpofition of Mind, notwithſtanding. all 
Actious, Suits, or Controverſies with them, 


vet your Bond of Charity. is not broken. 


And you may both ſay. your Prayers, and 


come to the Sacrament wHh a. good Con- 
Seience ; nay, if you can do the one, yon may 
certainly. do the other. That Degree / Un- 
charitableneſs, which may juſtly hinaer you 
from. coming to the Sacrament,. may. juſtly 
hinder you from. ſaying. your daily Prayers. 
Whoever can ſincerely put up this Petition, 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as. we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt: us, may at the 
ſame Time. come: to the Communion without 
Blame upon. Account of his Charity. 

Tz foine Gaſes indeed of abuſive and inju- 
rious Treatment, ſome. Debates may. ariſez.. 
how Chriſtian. Charity. will oblige us to be- 
have ourſtlves with ReſpetÞ: to our. Conduct 
roward's the offending. Party ; and ' how far 
it may; or may not, be. conſiſtent with Bro- 
therly Love, to take the Legal Advantages: 
of the Aggreſſor. Tho this. perhaps is ra- 
ther a prudential Point, tha - a: Poins of. 
Conſtience: © However, be. that as it will; yet 
certainly this is a very ſafe aud innocent 
Doubt, and need to be no Bar at all to a 
Man's Communicating, provided that he con- 
tinue till ſuch Time as © his, Doubt be re- 
moved, o Satisfattion in it can be obtained, 
in a Reſolution and a Diſpoſition, whatever 


Hall be afterwards derermined in his Caſe, to 
be governed wholly by* the Rules of | Charity 
( | 
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it will be hard to find. an more, or 
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